Effects of marital conflict and family structure on the self-concepts of pre- and early adolescents.
This study explored the effects of marital conflict and family structure on the self-concepts of youth aged 8-12. Subjects were 16 mother-youth pairs from intact parent families (IP) and 17 mother-youth pairs from separated parent families (SP). Results revealed youth in families with low marital hostility and high marital affection had significantly more positive self-concepts. Analyses suggested differences between IP and SP groups may best be explained by differences in marital hostility. The authors discuss the effects of marital discord on parenting within an ecosystems perspective.